PUBLIC LIB 


RARY CO 


OF INDIANA 


ON* 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


NUMBER 9 


INDIANAPOLIS 


SEPTEMBER 1907 


COMMISSIONERS 


Jacos P. Dunn, President, Indianapolis 
Mrs. ELIZABETH C, EARL, Connersville 
WIit11AM W. Parsons, Terre Haute 


MERICA HOAGLAND, Recording Secretary 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 
CHALMERS HaDLeEYy, Secretary and State Organizer 
CARRIE E. Scort, Assistant State Organizer 
H. Reyno.tps, Librarian, Trav. Libraries 
ELIZABETH B, NoEt, Stenographer and Assistant 
Howarp Hurray, Shipping Clerk 


The sixteenth annual meeting of the Indiana 
Library Association will be held at the State 
House, Indianapolis, October 17-18. The As- 
sociation is to be congratulated on having se- 
cured for addresses Arthur E. Bostwick of 
New York, president of the American Library 


‘Association, and Cedric Chivers, the noted 


English bookbinder, and there is every indi- 
cation that the annual meeting will be of 
exceptional value. 

There is no greater inspiration to a librarian 
than that from contact with fellow workers. 
Not only is the professional horizon widened, 
but the pleasure and profit from meeting per- 
sons with common aims and aspirations is a 
great stimulus. Indianapolis is a convenient 
meeting place, and with the excellent program 
assured, the attendance of Indiana library 
workers this year should be unusually large. 


BOOK SELECTION AT THE INDIANA RE- 
FORMATORY LIBRARY. 


A library in a reformatory must of necessity 
be unique in some respects. It must serve a 
patronage that can not come in person to the 
library and make a personal choice. The se- 
lection of books must be accomplished through 


the media of a printed catalogue and an in- 
dividual calling card. 

Inasmuch as the librarian can not come into 
personal contact with the reader, it is dif- 
ficult to suit the reading matter to the reader. 
The reader is very likely to call for a book 
that he will not want or that he can not 
read and appreciate, since he has no chance 
of advising with one who is familiar with 
such matters. And yet it would be bad li- 
brary practice, even in a reformatory, to take 
away entirely the privilege of self-choice. 

Again, unless some plan prevails whereby 
the librarian can know the ability of every 
reader, he will be as likely to make a mistake 
as the reader if he attempts to supervise the 
selection of every book. 

After three years of patient experimenta- 
tion the problem has been very satisfactorily 
solved in the Indiana Reformatory library. 
Each man on commitment is classed by the su- 
perintendent of schools on the basis of ability 
to read. If absolutely illiterate, he is classed 
as a non-reader and is placed on the picture 
list. To him is sent series of stereoscopic 
views, copies of Puck and of Judge, illustrated 
souvenirs such as was issued by the Cana- 
dian department of immigration a few months 
ago, geographies, illustrated books on travel, 
ete. 

All men who can read are classed as follows, 
depending of course on ability: First reader, 
simple language, ordinary language, and any- 
thing. This classification is placed upon a card 
and kept in the library. When a library call- 
ing card is issued to the man, the appropriate 
classification is entered at the top of the card 
by the initials f. r., s. 1, 0. 1, or a. 

First reader men are not allowed to have 
catalogues. All selections are made for them 
by the librarian. To them are issued books 
that are equal to first readers in subject mat- 
ter. 


With a few exceptions, men who are listed 
in the three higher classes have catalogues, 
thus allowing them the privilege of self- 
choice. But it is not always possible to is- 
sue the book called for, in which case the li- 
brarian must make a selection. Then is the 
time tnat the classification at the top of the 
eard becomes valuable. Again, it may be neces- 
sary to protect the man from his own igno- 
rance by refusing to issue a book called for 
on the ground that his ability as a reader 
renders him incapable of appreciating it. 

As fast as the men are advanced in read- 
ing in the school of letters they are also pro- 
moted in library privileges. To illustrate: 
A man classed as a non-reader is assigned to 
school. If intelligent, he will be promoted to 
the first reader group within a few weeks. 
And, as he advances in his school work, he will 
be successively promoted to the simple lan- 
guage group, ordinary language group, etc. 

Each reader in the institution is permitted 
to have, each week, two books and two mag- 
azines or school texts. Books are issued each 
day to some one of the divisions of the in- 
stitution. The library has grown in favor and 
usefulness until, at the present time, one cit- 
izen assistant librarian and six inmates are 
required to do the work. 

The total number of books issued for the 
year ending October 31, 1905, was 69,711; and 
for the year ending October 31, 1906, 112,199. 
The average issue for the first six months of 
this year was 13,069, which is at the rate of 
over 156,000 per year. 

Our next problem is to increase our facili- 
ties for self-instruction. Calls are coming in 
every day for works on bookkeeping, short- 
hand, mechanical drafting, higher mathemat- 
ics, ete., as an evidence of the fact that the 
study spirit has permeated the entire institu- 
tion and as a hint to the library on the mat- 
ter of future betterment. 

GEO. B ASBURY, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


CLEANING BOOKS. 


Many books returned to the Library by the 
Pittsburgh schools must be cleaned before 
they are sent out in the fall. These books are 
sponged page by page and the covers are 
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washed with water in which there are a few 
drops of ammonia. We use a sponge for 
cleaning and cheese cloth for arying the pages. 
The edges of the pages are cleaned with a 
rubber. 

The result depends upon the condition of 
the book and the character of the paper. 
Sometimes the best results are obtained by 
using a rubber, but in the majority of cases 
the sponge and water are swifter and more 
satisfactory. In this way last year we re- 
claimed about 3,000 books for the shelves, 
many of which would have been discarded. 
About 390 of these were sent to the bindery, 
and new paper sides made them into really at- 
tractive volumes. Books that had been re- 
bound in cloth were improved by using a lac- 
quer, lacquer No. 1 from Hanson & Van Win- 
kle, New York City, but we did not attempt 
to use this except in a few cases. The con- 
dition of the books did not justify additional 
expense. 

hrom fifteen to twenty-five books per person 
can be cleaned in a day. This depends, of 
course, upon the size and condition of the 
book. If the books were placed in a press 
until thoroughly dry, doubtless the improve- 
ment would be great, but we have not at- 
tempted to do this. 

MARY DE BURE McCURDY, 
Supervisor of Work with Schools, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh. 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE INDIANA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 


At the meeting of the Indiana Library Asso- 
ciation at Kokomo an effort was made to have 
the annual fee for membership raised to one 
dollar. The argument in its favor was the 
necessity for a larger income if the Associa- 
tion should continue to obtain the services of 
notable speakers at its annual meetings. 
Whether this is a necessary feature of the 
Association meetings is, I think, open to ques- 
tion, but there can be no doubt as to the 
advisability of increasing the annual budget. 
If not used in paying the expenses of an 
imported speaker, the funds might, with great 
profit to the members, be used in printing the 
proceedings of the annual meeting. This is a 
matter that might very well be discussed at 
some future meeting. 


2 

fif 

th 

its 

at 

si 

ye 

ye 

80 

fo 

sh 

be 

tr 

sl 
it 

B 

a 

A 

tl 

b 

! 

| 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 3 


The new constitution leaves the fee at 
fifty cents, so that the only way to increase 
the income of the Association is by increasing 
its membership. The weakness of the Associ- 
ation at present is that librarians do not con- 
sider themselves members for any particular 
year unless they attend the meeting for that 
year. This makes the membership of the As- 
sociation a constantly changing body except 
for those few who are to be found at almost 
every meeting. Instead of this our motto 
should be, “Once a member, always a mem- 
ber,” and the fee should be forwarded to the 
treasurer regularly whether we attend the an- 
nual meeting or not. One way of compelling 
such action would be to impose a fee for “in- 
itiation” larger than the annual fee and re- 
quiring this larger fee of those who have been 
members unless their dues are paid to date. 
But there should be no need of compulsion of 
any sort. This small membership fee in the 
Association is almost the only call made upon 
the finances of librarians in return for much 
valuable assistance rendered by the library in- 
stitutions of the state. The services of the 
Public Library Commission and the State Li- 
brary are without money and without price. 
The librarians of the smaller libraries, on a 
small salary, are not pressed to join the A. L. 
A. or to subscribe to the Library Journal per- 
sonally. If the Library Journal or Public 
Libraries, or both, are subscribed for by the 
Library, the Association fee becomes the only 
demand made upon the purse of the librarian. 
The reason for keeping the fee low is to 
lighten even this demand as much as possi- 
ble, and just for this very reason there is not 
a librarian nor an assistant in a library in 
the state but should consider it his or her 
duty to become a member of the State Asso- 
ciation and continue to be a member whether 
they can attend all the annual meetings or 
not. There is no reason why the income of 
the Association should fall below fifty dol- 
lars in any one year, and apart from the finan- 
cial benefit of this practice, consider the ad- 
vantage if the Association should actually 
represent all the librarians of the state and 
not merely those attracted by a particular 
program or a particular place of meeting. If 
such a wide membership could be gained for 
the Association there would be a good argu- 


ment for printing the proceedings in -order 
that those not in attendance might receive 
some of the benefit of the meeting. 

This happy state of affairs also would be 
made easier if a treasurer were kept in office 
from year to year in order to give something 
of permanence to the financing of the Associa- 
tion. I think it would not be out of place to 
urge those who were not in attendance at the 
Kokomo meeting to forward their fee for 1906 
to the treasurer, Mr. Demarchus C. Brown, 
State Library, Indianapolis, in order that 
there might be a good balance in the treas- 
ury for such purposes as the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Association may think best for 
next vear. WILLIAM M. HEPBURN, 

Librarian, Purdue University. 


OUR PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Our Public Library is located in the central 
part of the city and stands on the northeast 
corner of Second and High streets. It is sur- 
rounded by a wide lawn with an iron fence 
around it, and six maple trees. 

The library was dedicated in October, 1903, 
making the building a little less than three 
and one-half years old. The size is sixty-two 
feet by eighty-three feet. It is almost square, 
and is made of Bedford stone. It is the Ionic 
style of Grecian architecture, and is rather 
plain. 

Inside the entrance-way is a short flight of 
marble steps, leading to the library proper. 
On either side of the door is a marble stair- 
way, leading to the basement. The alcoves on 
the north and south are separated from the 
rotunda by heavy settees, standing between 
marble pillars. The one on the south, or at 
the right, is the children’s reading room, and 
the one on the north, or at the left, is the 
adults’ reading room. In front is the circling 
counter, behind which are the book stacks. 
At the right of the main book room is the 
librarian’s office, with all conveniences for such 
a place. At the left is the reference room 
with an elegant table and comfortable chairs. 
In the basement is a small lecture room or 
auditorium in which women’s clubs and other 
organizations meet. The furniture of the dif- 
ferent rooms is made of oak. 


The library contains about thirteen thou- 
sand volumes, besides ten daily papers, thirty- 
three weekly papers, and seventy-one monthly 
magazines. 

Miss Ella Corwin, the able librarian, has two 
assistants, Miss Harriet Shelly, first assistant, 
and Miss Edna Seiler, second assistant. 

Andrew Carnegie is the founder of the li- 
brary. It cost thirty-five thousand dollars, 
and the lot twenty thousand dollars. The 
city raises thirty-five hundred dollars a year 
for its support. There are nine hundred and 
ninety Carnegie Libraries in the United 
States. 

A librarian must have a High School edu- 
cation, two years’ college credits, and a two 
years’ course in a librarian’s school. There 
is a school in Brooklyn, one in Philadelphia 
and one in Champaign, Illinois, for this work; 
beside there are several others in the United 
States. 

Four reasons for establishing libraries are: 
the pretit and pleasure they give to people, 
everybody has access to them, they bring all 
classes of people together, and they are a 
means of intellectual culture. 

COMPOSITION, 8-2. 

Ruth Mann, age 14 years, Elkhart, Ind. 


SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARIANS. 


The sixth Summer School for Librarians 
conducted by the Public Library Commission 
of Indiana was held at Winona Lake July 8 
to August 17, 1907. It was as successful a 
library school as has been held in this state, 
and all but two of the students were from 
Indiana. 

The attendance at the Summer School was 
limited by the Commission, as it was believed 
that better personal work could be done with 
a smaller number of students than with a 
large class. There were eleven regular and 
four special students, who were as follows: 
Regular students, Mrs. Alicia H. Barnes, Li- 
brarian Public Library, Auburn, Ind.; Edgar 
A. Fisher, Earlham College Library, Richmond, 
Ind.; Miss Elizabeth Gassaway, Publie Li- 
brary, Toledo, Ohio; Mrs. Jennie Johnson, Li- 
brarian, Public Library, Knightstown, Ind.; 
Miss Gertrude Morgan, Librarian, Public Li- 
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brary, Spencer, Ind.; Miss Emma A. Murray, 
Librarian, Public Library, Ligonier, Ind.; Mrs. 
W. H. Orcutt, Librarian, Noblesville, Ind.; 
Miss Etna Phillips, Bloomfield, Ind.; Miss Isa- 
belle Rinehart, Librarian, Public Library, Del- 
phi, Ind.; Miss Mary Grace Kobb, Public Li- 
brary, Toledo, Ohio, and Miss Martha L. 
Scearce, Public Library, Danville, Ind. Spe- 
cial work was done at the Summer School by 
Miss Winfred Ticer, Librarian of the Public 
Library at Huntington, Ind.; Miss Mina Har- 
ris, Public Library, Union City; Miss Bessie 
King, Librarian, Public Library, Rensselaer, 
and Misa Ethel Glenn Baker, Librarian, Pub- 
lie Library, Warsaw. 

The coilection of books at the Summer 
School was selected to illustrate definite 
problems in library work, and throughout the 
course much practice in technical work was 
given. Instruction in technical processes was 
given by Miss Anna R. Phelps; classification 
and work with children, by Miss Carrie E. 
Scott; bibliography and reference work, Mr. 
Arne Kildal; administration, Miss Merica 
Hoagland; bookbinding, Miss Lovina Knowl- 
ton, and buildings and furnishings by Mr. 
Chalmers Hadley. 

Special lectures were given by Mr. Amos 
Butler, secretary of the State Board of Chari- 
ties and Correction; Mr. Demarchus C. Brown, 
State Librarian; Prof. Harlow Lindley, Earl- 
ham College; Miss Virginia C. Tutt, president 
Indiana Library Association; Mr. Jacob P. 
Denn and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Earl of the Pub- 
lic Library Commission of Indiana; Mr. Henry 
FE. Legler, secretary of the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, and Miss Georgia H. Rey- 
nolds, Librarian of the Traveling Libraries, 
Public Library Commission. 


INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Attenticn is called to the following pro- 
gram which has been arranged for the an- 
nual meeting of the Indiana Library Associa- 
tion, October 17 and 18: 

OFFICERS. 

Virginia Tutt, South Bend, President; Ethel 
F. McCollough, Elwood, Vice-President; Susan 
K. Beck, Crawfordsville, Secretary; Demar- 
chus C. Brown, Treasurer. 
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PROGRAM. 


Thursday Afternoon—October 17th. First Ses- 
sion. 2 to 4 O'Clock. 
President’s Address— 
Virginia Tutt, South Bend Public Li- 
brary. 
Library Development in Indiana— 
Chalmers Hadley, Secretary Public Li- 
brary Commission of Indiana. 
Library Associations and Other Associations— 
Arthur E. Bostwick, President A. L. A. 
Appointment of Committees. 
Thursday Evening—October 17th. Second Ses- 
sion. 8 O’Clock. 
Address of Weleome— 
Governor J. Frank Hanly. 
Detective Stories— 
Jacob P. Dunn, President Public Li- 
brary Commission of Indiana. 
Informal Social Session. 
Friday Morning—October 18th. Third Session. 
9:30 to 12 O’Clock. 
Round Table. Children’s Room. A Confer- 
ence of Questions. 
Leader—-Eliza G. Browning, Indianap- 
olis Public Library. 
1. Advertising the Children’s Room— 
Laura M. Sikes, Ft. Wayne. 
Artena Chapin, Muncie. 

2. Miss Hassler’s Lectures at the Winona 
Technical Institute Library School— 
Ella Saltmarsh, Indianapolis. 

3. Cataloging the Books in the Children’s 

Room— 
Mrs. S. C. Hughes, Terre Haute. 
Carrie E. Scott, Public Library Com- 
mission. 
4. Reference Work with Schools— 
Florence L. Jones, Indianapolis. 
5. Children’s Reading— 
Guiding their reading. 
Mrs. A. H. Gibson, Washington. 
Selection of books. 
Anna R. Phelps, Winona Technical 
Institute Library School. 
General discussion by the Association. 
Bookbinding— 
Cedric Chivers, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Friday Afternoon—October 18th. Fourth Ses- 
sion. 2 to 4 O’Clock. 
The Need of a State Library Building— 
Demarchus C. Brown, Indiana State 
Library. 
Indiana Archives— 
Harlow Lindley, Earlham College Li- 
brary. 
Round-table. Smaller Libraries: Their Func- 
sion. A Conference of Questions. 
Leader—Ella F. Corwin, Elkhart Pub- 
lic Library. 
1. Work with Clubs, ete.— 
Catherine A. Chipman, Anderson. 
2. Work with Children— 
Julia Mason, Sullivan. 
3. Reference Work— 
Inez Pierce, Michigan City. 
4. Public Documents— 
Jennie B. Jessup, Laporte. 
5. Library Records and Reports— 
Ada I. Bernhardt, Richmond. 
General Discussion by the Association. 
Reports of Officers and Committees, Election 
of Officers, ete. 

It will be seen that the program is well bal- 
anced and nearly every phase of public library 
work wili receive attention by some speaker. 
Indiana has been fortunate this year in hav- 
ing two of the best-known workers in their 
respective fields who have been secured to at- 
tend the meeting and to speak. They are Mr. 
Bostwick of New York, president of the 
American Library Association, and Mr. Chiv- 
ers, the English bookbinder. 

The business meetings of the Association 
will be held in Room 12, State House, which is 
well adapted for such purposes. 


INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
CONSTITUTION. 
Article I. 
Name. 
This organization shall be called the Indi- 
ana Library Association. 
Article II. 
Object. 
Its object shall be to promote the library 
interests of Indiana. 


Article ITI. 
Members. 

Any librarian, trustee or person actively 
identified with library work, may become a 
member of this Association by signing the 
Constitution and paying an annual fee of fifty 
(50) cents. Any other person interested in 
promoting the object of this Association may 
become a member of it by a vote of the Ex- 
ecutive Board and payment of an annual 
membership tee of one dollar. 


Article IV. 
Officers. 

Section 1. ‘he officers of this Association 
shall be a president, a vice-president, a secre- 
tary and a treasurer. ‘These officers, with the 
chairman of the local committee and the 
chairmen of such standing committees as may 
hereafter be appointed, shall constitute an Ex- 
ecutive Board. 

Sec. 2, The olflicers shall be elected by bal- 
lot, at tne annual meeting, when a plurality 
vote shail elect. 

Sec. 3 The local commitiee and its chair- 
man shall be appointed by the librarian or li- 
brarians residing in the city or town where 
the annual meeting is held. 

Sec. 4. As many standing committees may 
be appointed by the Executive Board as the 
Association may deem necessary. 


Article V. 
Duties. 

Section 1. The president, in addition to the 
usual duties of that office, shall make such ap- 
pointments as may be necessary to fill va- 
cancies. ‘The vice-president shall perform the 
duties of the president in the absence of that 
oflicer. 

Sec. 2. The secretary, in addition to the 
usual duties of that office, shall place the 
order for printing the program prepared by 
the Executive Board and distribute it with 
any proposed amendment to the constitution 
at least two weeks previous to the annual 
meeting. ‘Lhe secretary shall render an an- 
nual report. 

See. 3. The treasurer shall collect all dues 
and pay all accounts upon the written order of 
the president, and shall render a financial re- 
port at the annual meeting. 
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Sec 4. The local committee shall make all 
necessary provision for the annual meeting. 


See. 5. No expense shall be incurred unless 
authorized in writing by the Executive Board. 


Article VI. 
Meetings. 

‘The Association snall hold an annual meet- 
ing at such time and place as may be selected 
by the committee on time and piace. Special 
meetings may be called by the Executive 
Board. 

ARTICLE VII. 
Rules of Order. 

‘This Association shall be governed by Rob- 

ert’s Rules of Order. 


Article VIII. 
Amendments. 


Two-thirds of the votes cast shail be neces- 
sary for the adoption of any amendment to 
the Constitution. 


WINONA TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
BRARY SCHOOL. 


The Library School opens its third year next 
month with indications of a larger attend- 
ance than the two preceding years, during 
which time the school has been in operation. 
Cf the graduates of the school the following 
positions have been filled by them: 

Nina Almond, Indiana University  Li- 
brary, Bloomington. 

Grace Burton, Public Library, Bloomfield. 

Zada Carr, Public Library, Earl Park, Ind. 

Ethel Clelland, Indiana State Library. 

Agnes L. Cox, Kranth Memorial Library, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. 

Alice Griffith, Indianapolis Public Library. 

Daisy Grubbs, Martinsville Public Library. 

Lillian E. Henley, Acting Librarian, Shelby- 
ville Public Library, July-August, 1907. 

Nannie W. Jayne, Winona Techincal Insti- 
tute Library, Indianapolis. 

Florence LL. Jones, School Reference Li- 
brarian, Indianapolis Public Library. 

Edna Longley, South Bend Public Library. 

Jessie Masden, Piqua, Ohio, Public Library. 

Cornelia Niles, Cataloger, Smithsonian In- 
stitute, Washington, D. C. 
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Rena Reese, Instructor, Winona Technical 
Institute Library School, Indianapolis. 

Hallie Riley, Special Cataloger, Vincennes 
Pubhe Library. 

Martha Grace Smith, Fort Wayne Public Li- 
brary. 

Edith Trimble, Kokomo Public Library. 

The following students were graduated at 
the Library School last June: 

Edith Avery, Grace Burton, Bertha Carter, 
Esther Fleming, Daisy Grubbs, Mabel Hunt, 
Florence L. Jones, Bess McCrea, Edith Mar- 
ten, Hallie Riley and Mayme Ross. 


SOME GOOD BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS. 


The following is a suggestive list for the big 
boy who has read everything in the juvenile 
collection and wants a “good book”: 

Balfour: Life of Stevenson. An interesting 
writer whose biography reads like a ro- 
mance. 

Bullen: Cruise of the Cachalot. 
world after sperm whales. 

Cervantes: Don Quixote. Amusing adven- 
tures of a Spanish gentleman who imagines 
himself a knight. 

Darwin: What Mr. Darwin saw in his voyage 
around the world. 

Dickens: David Copperfield. One of Dickens’ 
most interesting novels. 

Dickens: Tale of Two Cities. “Deals with 
the French Revolution of 1793, and tells the 
story of a man’s tragic self-sacrifice at the 
guillotine.” 

Hugo: Les Miserables. Story of Jean Val- 
jean, onc of the most famous heroes in fic- 
tion. 

Lossing: ‘Two Spies. 
and Major André. 
Lummis: Some Strange Corners of Our Coun- 

try. Describes strange scenery and curious 

Indian customs of southwestern United 

States. 

Marryat: Masterman Ready. 
best desert-island stories. 
Mitchell: Adventures of Francois. Experi- 
ences of a thief during French revolution. 
Mitchell: Hugh Wynne. Excellent Revolu- 

tionary war story. 


Round the 


Story of Nathan Hale 


One of the 


Remington: Pony tracks. “Adventures with 
Gen. Miles in the northwest, scouting expe- 
ditions in the Bad Lands, ranch life, bear 
hunting, police duty in the Yellowstone, 
ete.” 

Riis: Making of an American. Story of a 
Dane, who, landing in New York, a penni- 
less boy, has become by his own efforts, 
one of America’s honored citizens. 

Scott: Ivanhoe. “Tale of King Richard 
Coeur de Lion’s clandestine home-coming, 
being interwoven with the loves and adven- 
tures of a young Saxon knight.” 

Slocum: Sailing alone around the world. The 
author built his sloop, the Spray, and made 
this interesting unusual journey of which 
he writes. 

Stockton: Adventures of Captain Horn. 
Story of a quest for the treasure of the 
Ineas. 

Stockton: Buccaneers and pirates of our 
coast. “A series of sketches portraying 
such characters as Bartholomy Morgan and 
Captain Kidd and other redoubtable heroes, 
chiefly of the West Indies and the Spanish 
Main.” 

Washington: Up from slavery. Autobiog- 
raphy of the noted negro educator, Booker 
T. Washington. 

White: Blazed trail. Stirring story of the 
Michigan lumber camps. 


INTERESTING READING LISTS. 


Newark (N. J.) Free Public Library has is- 
sued short reading lists printed on 2-inch x 
5-inch slips, of twelve of the best books on 
each of about 150 subjects, such as “Actors,” 
“Architecture,” “Art,” “Basket - making,” 
“Business,” “Drama,” “Electricity,” “House 
Building,” “Music,” “Physical Culture,” “So- 
cialism” and “Wireless Telegraphy,” copies of 
which are distributed, and a copy also tipped 
into the back of each book.—Library Journal. 

Portland (Oregon) Public Library has printed 
some very attractive book-mark reading lists 
for use in the children’s room. “Biographies 
for Girls,” “Heroes of the Sea,” “King Arthur,” 
“Qut-of-door Books,” “Life in Japan,” “Animal 
Stories,” “Boys’ Heroes.” 
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BIRDS OF BUZZARD’S ROOST. 


The above title of the new book written by 
William Watson Woollen of Indianapolis and 
published by the Scott-Miller Company, is an 
attractive book which will prove of value to 
many people who are familiar with the more 
common Indiana birds. 

Buzzard’s Roost is a charmed tract of some 
forty-four acres located on Fall Creek about 
eight miles from Indianapolis and owned by 
the State of Indiana. Here the flowers and 
animals enjoy the protection of special laws, 
and woodchucks, minks, squirrels, red foxes and 
other wild folk share their sanctuary with 
their “little brothers of the air.” 

The general plan of the book—“Birds of 
Buzzard’s Roost”—is to take up one common 
bird each week of the year and to observe 
all that can be learned about it. The Mum- 
ford colored prints are given and for the study 
of each bird its order, sub-order, family, genus 
and species, its general measurements, and the 
time of its residence are given as fundamental 
facts. The text consists of bits of legends, in- 
formation about the song, the nesting habits, 
the food and economic value, pertinent quota- 
tions from the poets on the bird under con- 
sideration, and all sorts of entertaining bits 
of gossip about the individual birds which the 
author has observed. Though not in the strict 
sense of the word a scientist, Mr. Woollen is 
an accurate observer of the birds themselves 
and a careful student of Audubon, Burroughs, 
Chapman and others whom he quotes aptly 
and freely. 

A food chart of our common birds; a 
thoughtful chapter on “Why protect the 
birds?” a chapter on forest preservation in its 
relation to bird protection; and the illustrted 
article by Edward Howe Forbush from Bird 
Lore on Bird Houses—the most suggestive and 
helpful article now in print on the subject— 
are given at the end of the fifty-two chatty, 
readable chapters on individual birds. The 
careful indices will add to the value of the 
book for bird students and teachers. The 
volume seems especially designed for the in- 
terested layman who is just beginning to 
study Indiana birds. 


N. E. A. PROCEEDINGS—BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 


The National Kdueation Association has 
made its fiftieth anniversary volume especial- 
ly valuable to librarians by publishing a bib- 
liography of all the topics which have ap- 
peared in its proceedings from 1857 to 1907. 

The list is classified under heads which cover 
all phases of education, including such popular 
subjects as agricultural education, school archi- 
tecture, child study, co-education, compulsory 
education, exhibitions and museums, higher 
education, industrial education, library and 
school, kindergarten, moral education and 
woman’s education and work, ete. 


The bibliography on the “Library and. 


School” which most directly concerns librari- 
ans has almost 100 entries and contains some 
of the best material ever published on the 
subject. Among the authors are some of our 
most prominent educators and _ librarians, 
among them being: Melvil Dewey, Richard 
Jones, W. R. Eastman, J. C. Dana, W. R. M. 
French, Sherman Williams, R. C. Metcalf, C. 
A. McMurray, W. H. Brett, N. C. Shaeffer and 
J. C. Canfield. 

Every library should have a complete file 
of these proceedings on its shelves. Informa- 
tion concerning the publication can be se- 
cured from the Secretary of the N. E. A. at 
Winona, Minn. 


SOME LIBRARY COMMISSION ACTIVITIES. 


Personal visits have been made during the 
last three months to public libraries by Public 
Library Commission representatives as_ fol- 
lows: Spencer, Bloomfield, Linton, Vincennes, 
Washington, Evansville, Mount Vernon, Posey- 
ville, New Harmony, Jeffersonville, New Al- 
bany, Connersville and to the library at the 
Blind Institute, Indianapolis. Of the one 
thousand copies of the Commission’s biennial 
report printed last April all but one hundred 
and fifty copies have been distributed. In ad- 
dition to requests for the reports from library 
workers over the United States, copies were 
sent on request to I'ngland, Canada and Japan. 
In addition to the publications sent to li- 
braries over Indiana, Library Commission pub- 
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lications were sent on request outside the 
state to the following: To South Braintree, 
Mass.; Pittsburg, Pa.; Portland, Ore.; to the 
Superintendent of Education, Missouri; to the 
Minister of Education, Ontario, Canada, ete. 

Books and magazines on mechanical and 
electrical engineering were selected for the 
Willard Library, Evansville; for Stockwell, 
Ladoga and Bloomfield. The secretary of the 
Public Library Commission met withh library 
boards or individual members of the boards 
at Greenfield, Connersville, Poseyville, Mount 
Vernon, Vincennes, New. Albany, Spencer and 
Bloomfield. 

The secretary gave the address at the open- 
ing of the Bloomfield Public Library on June 
27th. 

On request of Mr. Myers of the Library of 
Congress, the Public Library Commission rec- 
ommended eighteen Indiana public libraries 
for Government publications. The Commission 
has also been asked by Mr. Post, chief of the 
Department of Public Documents at Washing- 
ton, to co-operate with that department in 
making documents of more use to public li- 
braries through the proper indexing of the 
documents and the annotating of such as will 
be of most use to a public library. 

The Public Library Commission, ‘together 
with the commissions of twenty-seven other 
states, is preparing to assist in compiling li- 
brary statistics for the use of the United 
States Bureau of Education. This is a most 
important piece of work and the statistics of 
the various states will be compiled by the va- 
rious library commissions. 

Assistance has been given by the commis- 
sion and personal help will be given this fall 
to a number of Indiana cities that are con- 
sidering the establishment of public libraries. 
Among the cities where efforts are being made 
to secure new libraries or reorganizing old 
ones are the following: Andrews, Roanoke, 
North Manchester, Ligonier, Lagrange, Fair- 
mount, Bicknell, Greenfield, Connersville, 
Rushville, Vevay, Noblesville and Linton. 

The Commission feels gratified over the past 
season’s work in Traveling Libraries. At the 
close of the winter months the records showed 
that there had been a steadier demand for the 
libraries, a greater interest among the mem- 


bers of the local associations and a deeper in- 
terest in the books than ever before. One 
hundred and thirty-one libraries were sent out 
in three months, and at the expiration of the 
time of the loan many letters were received 
asking to retain them during the - spring 
months as the members had not finished with 
them. During the month of May 105 libraries 
were in use. Several requests were received 
from members of the various women’s clubs 
asking for certain study club libraries to be 
held for them until the middle of September, 
at which time their club. season opens. The 
Commission has received letters asking for 
libraries to be made up on the following sub- 
jects: Scotland, German literature and art, 
American writers, History of the Jews, aero- 
nautics and civic improvement. 

A teacher in Greene County organized an in- 
teresting library association during the winter 
in one of the mining localities where there 
are a large number of boys. The books were 
so well read and appreciated that they asked 
to transfer the library to a farming locality, 
five miles from the mines. The original asso- 
ciation bore the return expense, also sent for 
another library to replace the first. A second 
association was formed to get a library for 
the little Sunday school of the locality. All 
of the readers are miners and their families. 

A letter was received from Paoli during the 
summer from one cf the members of the Na- 
ture Study Club, in which she said: “We 
are just revelling in the books you have 
loaned us. One of our members has a three- 
room house in the woods but one and a half 
miles from town and we are furnishing it for 
a club house. We have birds and trees and 
flowers galore.” 

During the month of July 122 of the trav- 
eling libraries were in use, an increase of forty 
over July, 1906. New finding lists are in 
process of publication, including the thirty li- 
braries not yet in print. The Commission ex- 
pects to have this season’s circulation far ex- 
ceed that: of any previous year. Circular let- 
ters will be sent to all of the editors over 
the State, also letters sent to the associations 
which have for various reasons lapsed, urging 
them to reorganize and have the use of the 
libraries. 
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NEWS FROM INDIANA LIBRARIES. 


Andrews.—-After several weeks of discussion 
the town council has voted to make a levy for 
a library in order to accept a $5,000 gift of- 
fered by Andrew Carnegie. The progressive 
citizens of Andrews were strong in their ef- 
forts to obtain the library and great hopes 
are entertained for its success as an institu- 
tion. 

Bloomfield.—After many months of prepara- 
tion the Bloomfield Public Library has been 
opened with excellent prospects for efficient 
work. Three large rooms on the ground floor 
of the Court House have been secured for li- 
brary purposes. With the tasteful furniture 
and hundreds of new books, the rooms are 
very attractive. The Argonaut Club, a ladies’ 
organization, has presented a handsome desk 
for the librarian. Miss Grace Burton, a gradu- 
ate of the Winona Techincal Institute Library 
School, 1907, has been elected librarian. 

Columbia City.—At the annual meeting of 
the Library Association the following officers 
were elected: President, S. J. Peabody; Vice- 
Presidents, Mrs. A. A. Adams and Mrs. W. F. 
McLallen; Librarian, Mrs. J. A. Ruch; As- 
sistant Librarian. Miss Jennie Collins; Secre- 
tary; W. F. MeLallen. 

Commodious quarters are occupied by the li- 
brary and interest is being shown to secure a 
library building, as the collection of books 
and the work of the library is showing rapid 
growth. 

Columbus.—The last outstanding order 
against the library building, which amounted 
to $1,500, has been paid, and R. F. Everroad 
has announced that the institution is free from 
debt. 

Connersville——The Connersville library has 
reorganized under the law of 1901-3, and the 
following constitute the new library board: 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Earl, Mrs. John Carlos, Mrs. 
C. D. Beck, Miss Kate Haren, Prof. W. F. L. 
Sanders, Lunsford L. Broaddus and Harry Mc- 
Farlan. A remarkable campaign has been car- 
ried on in Connersville for the purchase of a 
splendid library site. Most of the money has 
been secured and the library board is con- 
sidering cataloging the collection of books and 
reorganizing the library without delay. 
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Crown Point.—-Miss Marie Hansen of Ham- 
mond has been appointed librarian of the 
Crown Point public library. Excellent progress 
has been made in the erection of the new li- 
brary building. Numerous personal letters 
have been sent to former residents of Crown 
Point by the book committee, and when the 
new building opens there will be “An old 
friends’ corner” where many book gifts will 
be placed. 

Elkhart.—Elkhart lawyers have planned to 
have one of the most extensive law libraries in 
northern Indiana. It has been decided to 
form a stock company and to conduct the 
library for the use of members. There are 
about thirty lawyers in the city, and Judge 
F. E. Hughes has been elected president of 
the new association. 

Elkhatt.—A system of examinations has 
been decided upon by the Elkhart library 
board for applicants for apprenticeship in the 
publie library. Four persons took the first ex- 
amination. The examination consisted mainly 
of questions showing the general intelligence 
of the applicants, their knowledge of books, 
manner of expression and neatness of manu- 
script. 

Goshen.—At the annual meeting of the 
Goshen library board Dr. W. L. Vallette was 
made President; Mrs. R. M. Johnson, Vice- 
President; W. H. Charnley, Secretary; FE. A. 
Dausman, Treasurer. Valuable additions to 
the collection of reference books have been 
made by the book committee. One of T. C. 
Steele’s paintings of the White Water Valley 
has been presented to the library and some 
beautiful carbon prints of the old masters have 
been placed in the children’s room. 

Greenfield.—-After considerable investigation 
and examination of library buildings the 
Yreenfield library board is getting ready to 
erect a new $10,000 iibrary building. A beau- 
tiful lot has been given to the library in the 
central part of town and it is expected that 
building operations will begin without delay. 
The collection of reference books in the li- 
brary, which has been located in the High 
School building, is an excellent one. Mrs. 
Kate Poulson is the librarian. 

Hartford City--July 8th marked the third 
anniversary of the opening of the public li- 
brary at Hartford City. During that time 56,- 
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905 books have been placed in circulation, 23,- 
726 of which were loaned to children. 
More reference work with clubs and schools 
was done last year than in the first two years 
of the library’s history. Fifty dollars a month 
has been allowed by the library board for 
book purchases, and money has been given by 
the Hartford City Ladies’ Music Club for the 
purchase of music books. The superintendent of 
schools has issued blanks for each child. 
These are to be filled out by the teacher and a 
certain amount of good reading at the library 
is required of each child during the school 
term. 

Ligonier—The Ligonier library board ex- 
pects to open its library rooms in a very short 
time and the construction work on the new 
library building will be started this fall. The 
city council has provided a beautiful site in 
the city park for the new building. Miss 
Emma Murray, who was appointed librarian, 
was a successful student at the Summer 
School for Librarians conducted by the Public 
Library Commission of Indiana. She has re- 
signed as librarian, however, in order to com- 
plete her course at DePauw University before 
taking up library work. 

Logansport.—Much success has attended the 
efforts of the Railroad Y. M. C. A. circulating 
library, which was established a short time 
ago. The library ‘supplies reading material to 
railroad employes to pass away the dull hours 
which sometimes come to them. ‘Two thou- 
sand periodicals a month have been distrib- 
uted. A large supply of new material has 
been received as a gift from Miss Helen Miller 
Gould. 

Logansport.—The public library is purcha- 
sing three copies of each of the more popu- 
lar periodicals in an endeavor to meet the de- 
mands made by readers of magazine literature. 
Miss McCullough, librarian, keeps one copy in 
the library, but the other two are loaned for 
a period of three days. The plan has been 
found to be very satisfactory. Much inter- 
est is being shown in Logansport in the or- 
ganization of the Cass County Historical So- 
ciety. Meetings are held at the library, and 
numerous gifts have been brought to the li- 
brary for safekeeping. 

Since taking possession of the new library 
building 11,760 volumes have been accessioned 


and placed on the shelves, and 3,400 cards 
have been issued. 


Michigan City.——The annual report submit- 
ted by Miss Inez Pierce, the librarian, shows 
that the circulation for the library’s last year 
was 37,956. This means every book in the 
library was circulated four times. Non-fic- 
tion and reference books showed a decided in- 
crease in circulation, and successful work was * 
done during the year with schools, clubs and 
children. Reading rooms have been made more 
attractive by table lamps. 

The following officers for the library have 
been elected: President, Mrs. John H. Bar- 
ker; Vice-President, Jared H. Orr; Secretary, 
Miss Geneva M. DeWolfe; Treasurer, Walter 
Vail. 

Mouticello.—Preceding the opening of Mon- 
ticello’s new library building, a successful art 
exhibition and entertainment was given under 
the auspices of the University Club to raise 
funds .for library pictures. Two hundred fa- 
mous paintings were secured from Boston and 
the exhibit was a decided success. Miss Nora 
G. Gardner is the librarian of the Monticello 
library. : 

Poseyville.—Poseyville’s $5,000 library build- 
ing is one of the best arranged and most at- 
tractive small library buildings in the state. 
It is constructed of buff brick with red tiled 
roof. All the library furnishings are of stained 
oak and the tinted walls add to the general 
attractiveness of the interior. Special work 
with children and with schools will probably 
be attempted this winter. 


Vincennes.— Miss Hallie Riley, a graduate of 
the Winona Technical Institute Library 
Schoo], 1907, has been engaged to do some spe- 
cial work at the public library. Cataloging 
is being done and periodicals and children’s 
books are receiving special attention. 


Westfield.--Members of the three women’s 
literary clubs of this town have been of great 
assistance to the public library. Largely 
through their efforts a number of valuable in- 
dexes to periodical literature have been ac- 
quired. Over three thousand standard maga- 
zines are on file in the library and much use 
of them has been made in reference work by 
high school students and members of West- 
field clubs. 
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If anybody would make me the greatest 
king that ever lived, with palaces and gardens, 
and fine dinners, and wine and coaches, and 
beautiful clothes, and hundreds of servants, 
on condition that I would not read books, I 
would not be a king—I would rather be a 
poor man in a garret with plenty of books 
than a king who did not love reading.—Mac- 
aulay. 


A library is not a luxury; it is not for the 
cultured few; it is not merely for the scien- 
tific; it is not for any intellectual cult or ex- 
clusive literary set. It is a great, broad, uni- 
versal public benefaction. It lifts the entire 
community; it is the right arm of the intel- 
lectual development of the people, ministering 
to the wants of those who are already educat- 
ed and spreading a universal desire for edu- 
cation. It is the upper story of the public 
school system, while it is a broad field where- 
in ripe scholars may find a fuller training for 
their already highly-developed faculties. It 
is above all a splendid instrument for the 
education and culture of those vast masses of 
boys and girls that are denied the high privi- 
leges of the systematic training of the schools. 
—C. ©. Thach. 


The best proof of the value of public libra- 
ries lies in the cordial support given them by 
all the people when they are managed on 
broad, sensible lines. Such institutions con- 
tribute to the fund of wholesome recreation 
that sweetens life and to the wider knowledge 
that broadens it. They give ambition, knowl- 


edge and inspiration to boys and girls from 
sordid homes and win them from various @ 
forms of dissipation. They form a central | 
home where citizens of all creeds and condi- § 
tions find a common ground of useful endeav- | 
or-—F. A. Hutchins. 4 


Books are either tools or companions. Those J 
who make them companions have never-failing 4 
friends. So you, in your quiet work in the 
library, are helping hundreds of persons daily 4 
to form friendships which will last through 7 
life—Lyman Abbott. 


The grace of friendship, mind and heart, 
Linked with their fellow heart and mind; 
The gains of science, gifts of art, 
The sense of oneness with one’s kind, 
The thirst to know and understand, 
A large and liberal discontent, 
These are the gifts in life’s rich land, 
The things that are more excellent. 
—Watson. 


The best advice to a cataloger is to cast | 
aside prejudice as much as possible and to | 
consider tairly new developments in his sub- 
ject, especially when these are largely the re- | 
sult of the experience of such libraries as the 7 
Library of Congress, and others. Be willing } 
to change your rules, even at the expense of | 
inconsistency, if something better can be 
found. A catalog should be judged by its use- | 
fulness to the public, and not by its beauty 
or its consistency, if these conflict with its 
usefulness.—Alice B. Kroeger. 
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